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Letter from the Chair
Hello delegates,

My name is James Stutts and I will be the chair of the United Nations Security Council at

KnightsMUN this year. This committee will be focused on the historical 1974 Turkish invasion

of Cyprus. International relations have always been a fascinating topic to me, and something I

have delved deep into through Model United Nations. I have been a chair at Knights MUN once

before in our 2021 Trojan War Crisis Committee, and I am excited that a crop of new delegates

have risen to the challenge of taking on such a contentious issue, in such a powerful assembly.

This committee will force delegates to think about numerous different questions in the realms of

politics, economics, foreign policy, and human rights. Each nation in this committee brings with

it a unique perspective when looking at this conflict. Good Luck!

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at james.stutts.23@bishops.com. For

position paper guidelines, see the Position Paper tab on the KnightsMUN website.

mailto:james.stutts.23@bishops.com


I. INTRODUCTION

In 1974, Cyprus is a land torn apart by internal strife and external pressure. After more

than a decade of ethnic conflict and division, Greek nationalists have taken control of the Cypriot

government and are threatening the Turkish population. In response, Turkey has begun an

invasion of the island to ensure the Turkish-Cypriots are protected from the Greek nationalists in

power. It is now up to the members of the UN’s Security Council to meet and see if they can put

a stop to the brewing conflict, before it's too late.

II. BACKGROUND

After decades of control by the British, Cyprus was granted its independence in 1960,

following the ratification of a new constitution under what are known as the London and Zurich

Agreements in 1959. According to these agreements, Cyprus was to be divided into two distinct

ethnic political groups in order to curb mounting violence between the Greek and Turkish

communities in Cyprus. The president of Cyprus was to be of Greek-Cypriot origin and elected

purely by Greek-Cypriots, while the prime minister would be a Turkish-Cypriot who was to be

elected purely by Turkish-Cypriots. The houses of parliament were likewise split between the

two ethnic groups, ensuring that neither could achieve anything within the government without

collaboration.1 The problem with this compromise, however, was that neither group could agree

on any substantial legislation and so the young government was stuck in gridlock for the first

three years of its existence, with Turkish-Cypriots and Greek-Cypriots voting for policies

designed to enfranchise their respective communities over the others. When the first elected

1 Hunt, D. Wathen Stather , Bowman, . John S. and Goult, . Herman W.. "Cyprus." Encyclopedia
Britannica



president, Makarios III, suggested thirteen constitutional changes in 1963 to combat this gridlock

by unifying the Greek and Turkish aspects of government into one, his proposals were rejected.2

In response to this, violence erupted in the streets and the Turkish-Cypriot representation in

government all but disappeared.

Likewise, these opposing groups found their loyalties split by the countries of origin. The

Greek government, controlled at the time by a military junta, was staunchly nationalistic and

favoured unification with traditionally Greek territories in a process known as Enosis (“union”).3

This idea appealed to many of the Greek-Cypriots on the island, who split from the more centrist

government controlled by President Makarios III to form a far right paramilitary organization

EOKA-B.4 Meanwhile, amongst Turkish-Cypriots, and favored by Turkey itself, was the idea of

Taksim (“division”), the partition of the island along ethnic lines with Turkish-Cypriots

inhabiting the north and Greek-Cypriots inhabiting the south.

In July of 1974, the leader of the Greek military junta, Dimitrios Ioannids, ordered that

Greek officers collaborate with subversive elements of the Cypriot National Guard to take

control of the nation. The junta soon appointed Nikos Sampson, a member of the EOKA-B, as

president and his government would be a puppet of Greece’s, following commands from Athens.

They also attempted to assassinate President Makarios, but he was able to flee to London, after

which he would speak to the Security Council in New York about the coup. In response to threats

against the Turkish community by the new Greek nationalist government, Turkey would invade

the island on July 20, 1974 to ensure their protection. This is where our committee will begin.

Now it is up to you to decide what happens to Cyprus.

4 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. "EOKA." Encyclopedia Britannica.
3 “The Cyprus Dispute at a glance.” The Turkish Heritage Foundation.

2 Chan, Sewell. “Cyprus: Why One of the World's Most Intractable Conflicts Continues.” The
New York Times.



III. GEOPOLITICAL CONTEXT

In 1974, there were two primary geopolitical blocs: NATO-aligned countries and Soviet

aligned countries, both of which had a vested interest in the brewing conflict in Cyprus. NATO

(the North Atlantic Treaty Organization) was (and still is) an intergovernmental alliance that is

unofficially led by the United States. Its main goal during this time period was to contain Soviet

expansionism and to this end, included both Greece and Turkey amongst its memberships due to

their vital strategic position in the Balkans and Mediterranean.5 Meanwhile, the Soviet bloc,

composed primarily of European puppet states included in the Warsaw Pact, also looks towards

the Mediterranean to counterbalance the rising US presence in the area and growing NATO

power in Europe.6 In terms of NATO and Soviet policy regarding Cyprus, both are primarily

concerned with their own military presence on the island and are willing to court whichever side

most benefits their own strategic position.

6 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Warsaw Pact." Encyclopedia Britannica.
5 Haglund, D. G.. "North Atlantic Treaty Organization." Encyclopedia Britannica.



IV. Questions to Consider

1. Who deserves to control Cyprus? Is it Greece, Turkey, or a mixed government of Turkish

and Greek Cypriots? What do these countries have to gain or lose from the situation at

hand? Likewise, what do the members of the Security Council stand to gain from the

conflict?

2. What repercussions will the international order face for interfering in Cyprus, specifically

how will the major powers use the situation to strengthen their geo-political position in

the Cold War?

3. What role does nationalism play in this conflict? How should the differing ethnic groups

in Cyprus have their rights protected? Does this conflict merit sending UN peacekeepers

to mediate?

4. If negotiations are proposed, then who will lead them between the two sides? Keep in

mind that a state can acquire greater influence in the region for itself while leading the

negotiation process.
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